SIRE ree 


Sarasa ae ae 


Ez 


Sy 


NUMBER 1695 


EEE 


FRIDAY ONE SHILLING 


INSIDE 
M.L. KING'S 
Christmas 

Sermon 


20 DECEMBER 1968 


the truth of one man 


Thomas Merton is dead. In Bangkok, 
Thailand, where he had gone to 
address a congress of members of 
monastries, and also, he hoped, to 
meet the Dalai Lama of Tibet, he 
moved an electric fan in his hotel 
room. It short-circuited, and he was 
killed, instantly, on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 10. He was 53 years old. 


Merton had always occupied a special 
place in the American Catholic 
Church, though for different reasons 
at different times. 


Hs first popular acclaim came with 
the publication of what is probably 
his best-known book, The Seven 
Storey Mountain, which related his 
conversion to Catholicism. 


Roger 
Barnard 


At that time, before ecumenicism was 
much heard oi, the convert was a 
special kind of hero, celebrated, pub- 
licised, and taken, somewhat 
prestigously, as living proof that 
Catholicism need not be an obscure 
and accidental matter of birth or 
origin, but could persuade even the 
outsider. 


As a “ catch” for the Church, Merton 
was, of course, something rignt out 
of the ordinary, if not unigue. Con- 
verts from the sort of world he 
moved in, before his conversion, 
were, ani indeed still are, rare. 


For his was the world of the high- 
Jevel New York intellectual, the kind 
of »erson who went to Columbia, read 
Sartre and Lawrence, and had his 
poetry published by New Directions. 


Merton’s second distinction, in the 
eyes of the Catholic world, lay in his 
willing acceptance of the monastic 
life, exemplified as a Trappist Monk 
at the Abbey of Gethsemane, Ken- 
tucky, where he eventually became 
Master of Novices. 


By his vast output of spiritual guide- 
books, his lyrical praise of a life of 
prayer and worship and contempla- 
tion, and by the patently sharp con- 
trast of his ascetic Trappist existence 
with his earlier student life, he 
rapidly became a symbol of the 
American monastic revival of the 
post-war years. 


So it went, for some years and some 
25 books, both of prose and poetry, 
all of them valuable and important. 
Then, in the early 1950s, Merton’s 
writing began to take on new con- 
cerns—or rather, took a new turn of 
emphasis. 


| 
THE TIME 


OF THE END 


Photo caption, top right, is part of 
the text of The Time of the End is 
the Time of No Room, a Christmas 
Meditation by Thomas Merton. It was 
printed in Peace News, Christmas ’67. 
_————_ eee 


ON THOMAS MERTON 


Gia ie ve 


Into this world, this demented Inn, 
in which there is absolutely no 
room for Him at all, Christ comes 
uninvited. But because He cannot 
be at home in it, because He is out 
of place in it, and yet He must be 
in it, His place is with those others 
for whom there is no room. His 
place is with those who do not 
belong, who are rejected by Power 
because they are regarded as weak, 
those who are discredited, who are 
denied the status of persons, who 
are tortured, bombed, and ex- 
terminated. With those for whom 
there is no room, Christ is present 
in this world. He is mysteriously 
present in all those for whom there 
seems to be nothing but the world 
at its worst. It is in these that He 
hides Himself, for whom there is 
no room. 


He started to write about oppression 
and injustice, about ideology and 
totalitarianism, about race, tech- 
nology, and violence, about poverty, 
hunger, and nuclear war, about non- 
violence and the world-wide struggle 
to wage peace and win social justice. 


He wrote about Mass Culture, about 
the Third World, about the organised 
irresponsibility of the Official Church. 
His work was shot through with an 
ardent humanism, and he wrote with 
a flame of passion as hard and bright 
as diamond. 


From this later period date the books 
that are probably more familiar to 
Peace News readers: Seeds of Des- 
truction, Breakthrough to Peace, 
Original Child Bomb, Emblems of a 
Season of Fury, Raids on the Un- 
speakable, Conjectures of a Guilty 


Bystander, and his just-published 
Faith and Violence. 
Also from this period came the 


brilliant essays and articles that he 
contributed to Peace News over the 
last five years, as well as to many 
other journals and little magazines 
round the world. 


In sum, his life represented a 
spiritual journey, through somewhat 
inner-worldly absorption to 
universality, and finally to a social 
and political commitment that was all 
the more deep and firmly based for 
its quality of detachment, for its style 
of being at one remove from the 
sources and causes of our generally 
wretched condition, without ever re- 
treating into total isolation. 


In the last decade he had been per- 
haps the most direct, powerful, and 
outspoken voice in the Catholic 
Church on ail the major “crises of 
our age”. He spoke with simple 
earnestness, delivering radical 
critiques of our crazy mores, values, 


and institutions, and our beserk 
politics grounded in violence. 


By the time of his death he had _ be- 
come many different things to differ- 
ent people: prophet, revolutionary, 
prose writer, artist and painter, 
theologian, secular saint, secular 
heretic, moralist, mystic, spiritual 
guide, philosopher, even guru. 

To me, though we never met, he was 
a trenchant social critic, one of the 
finest poets and thinkers of modern 
America, and a friend with whom 
one could exchange letters on any- 
thing from “personal problems” to 
high thought and politics. 

Indeed, to a convinced atheist like 
myself, who had long believed that 
all the signposts are torn up, the 
guidebooks out of date, and that a 


continued on page 7 
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RUM GOINC¢ 


John 
Arden’s 


: PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


The British public is remarkable for 
its capacity for continual astonish- 
ment at almost everything that goes 
wrong almost everywhere in the 
world. 


It may be something to do with our 
living on an island. I occasionally 
spend several months at a time on a 
little lake-island in County Galway, 
Ireland, and certainly while I am 
there I find it only too easy to sink 
into a kind of lotus-eating, fool’s- 
paradise state-of-mind. 


But a privately-owned island, with 
one cottage on it and a small boat, 
is not at all the same thing as this 
over-crowded, cantankerous, | telly- 
infested, jet-connected realm: and 
there is really no excuse for the 
puzzled amazement with which our 
press, and public men in general, have 
reacted to the current troubles in 
Ulster. 


I suppose most people have, or could 
have if they thought about it, some 
source of more-or-less direct informa- 
tion about what goes on across St 


3S ON IN ULSTER 


George’s Channel. Let me _ record 
three of my own—all some years old, 
but all directly relevant to the present 
state of affairs. 


1. In 1950, when I was in the Army, 
I shared a barrack-room with a fierce 
but not entirely barbarous Scottish* 
infantryman, who expressed his dis- 
gust with the unit Education Ser- 
geant. 


“Christ”, he said, ‘the fochin 
bastard doesna even ken the exact 
date o’the Battle o’the Boyne. It’s the 
maist important fochin date in fochin 
British history, man—the hail fochin 
commencement of oor fochin British 
liberty—an’ that’s the stupid fochin 
cunt that lays it doon that he’s tae 
educate us! ” 


2. In 1955 a young architect of my 
acquaintance, who came from Dublin, 
endeavoured to apply for a job with 
the Belfast City Corporation—and he 
had to go to Belfast for an inter- 
view. 


*It may be worth pointing out that 


Ulster’s Protestants are largely 
descended from Presbyterian Scot- 
tish emigrants who were “ planted ” 
across the water by the Stuart 
Government in the early 17th Cen- 
tury. 

Names like Craig and Paisley ought 
to be self-explanatory as to their 
origin: but it is surprising how few 
people are clear about such con- 
nections. 


So where did the Ulstermen go who 
were replaced by these stern 
ancestors? Where, if it comes to 


that, are the Sioux and the Chey- 
enne? 


His quaiifications were very good: but 
he was apprehensive lest he should 
be refused because of his Catholic 
religion. 


He was relieved, however, to find no 
question about this on his applica- 
tion-form—so, assuming that his fears 
were grounded on an out-dated Dub- 
lin myth, he took the plane for Ulster 
in good heart. 


Border Incidents 


During the interview, though, his 


interlocutor slily said: 
“T see that you had your secondary 
education at a school called St 
Dominic’s. Would that be some sort 
of teligious establishment, or a 
State school, or what would it be, 
then?” 


It was, of course, a popish monastery 
—the gaff was blown, and the rest of 
his interview was clearly a matter of 
form leading to an absolutely pre- 
dictable letter of regrets. 


3. The same young papish, a year or 
two later, was working at his pro- 
fession in Dublin. He had to go to 
visit a client who lived near a small 
town a few miles north of the border 
—as it might be, Armagh—and he 
stayed for the night in the client’s 
house. 


There were several teenage children 
in the family, and he was slightly 
surprised that none of them showed 
any inclination to go to the town in 
the evening. 


He was told that the parents never let 
any member of the household leave 
the building after the hours of dark- 
ness—particularly not in the car— 


because “ the roads are patrolled by 
the Special Constabulary, who will 
shoot at anyone who fails to obey 
their signal to stop ”. 


The signal was normally given, he 
was told, by waving a red lamp, in- 
distinguishable from a bicycle rear- 
light: and the guns used for the 
shooting were sub-machine guns. 


The Special Constables were, more- 
over, recruited from the local un- 
employed—the Protestant unem- 
ployed: and if a long period were to 
elapse with no border incidents (ie. 
no shootings) the Force might be re- 
duced, 


So the incentive for the Constables to 
keep themselves secure in their 
temporary employment, by letting fly 
at any moving target, was naturally 
quite strong. 

My friend’s host, being a good 
Unionist, was not as outraged by this 
situation as one might think. He and 
his family regarded it as a disagree- 
able but inevitable fact-of-life in the 
Six Counties. I wonder if he is still 
so complacent today. 


CHRISTMAS SERMON 


The text of A Christmas Sermon On 
Peace (page 5) was delivered by Dr 
Martin Luther King as a Christmas 
Sermon in Ebenezer Baptist Church 
at Atlanta, Georgia, and was broad- 
cast by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, as the final Massey 
Lecture, on Christmas Eve 1967. It is 
available in more durable form as a 
chapter in Dr King’s book, The 
Trumpet Of Conscience, published 
posthumously by Hodder & Stoughton, 
paperbuck, 5s. 


If all the people who care about Civil 
Liberties in Britain joined the NCCL... 
there’d be more 
Civil Liberty 


in Britain! 
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racial, religious, and political minorities: the persecu- 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL 
FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES 


4. Camden High Street 
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(for enquiries: 01-387 2544) 
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Of 


Colne Park 
Caravan Site 


Kevin. McGrath writes: Nineteen 
traveller families, with the help of a 
handful of sympathisers (including 
six from Hornsey College of Art) on 
Thursday, December 5, successfully 
stood off an attempt by Hillingdon 
Council to evict them from Colne 
Park Caravan Site, in West Drayton, 
Middlesex, near London Airport. 


“It was the most determined resis- 
tance I have ever seen ”’, commented 
Grattan Puxon, Secretary of the 
Gypsy Council, afterwards. Helping 
Hillingdon Council’s eviction squad 
had been police, including members 
of the special riot squad seen on 
demonstrations recently in London. 


At one stage a traveller brought the 
Council bulldozer to a halt by hurling 
lumps of broken concrete at it. Apart 
from this, resistance was not violent. 


ADEQUATE FACILITIES 


The group of traveller families moved 
on to the Council-owned site a few 
weeks back, fed up with being 
harassed by Hillingdon Council’s 
“Ranger”, whose full-time job is to 
seek out and move on travellers. 


The travellers are relatively common 
in the area round the airport 
(travellers were in the area before 
the planes, of course—the coming of 
the airport cost them a number of 


To All Readers 


suffering everywhere. 


JOIN US... 


Q) CND 


Sends Warmest Greetings 


Your efforts have brought the first glimmer of hope 
for peace in Vietnam. A bigger effort is needed next 
year to turn hope into reality and to end the 


You can join CND (and receive Sanity every month by post) 
by sending £2 to CND, 14 Gray’s Inn Rd, London WC1. 


traditional camping sites, no substi- 
tutes being provided). The present 
“Ranger” is soon to be reinforced 
by a second. 


The Council was told by the travellers 
that they would gladly pay rent if 
they were allowed to stay on the 
caravan site, which is half empty, has 
adequate facilities, and is being run 
down as its residents—who are not 
travellers—are housed. 


CHILDREN TOWED OFF 


The Gypsy Council also offered to 
pay for, and organise the installation 
of, minimal facilities for a temporary 
site, if the Council would find a one- 
acre plot of ground. 


No final decision on the Gypsy Coun- 
cil’s suggestion has been taken. But 
Hillingdon Council refuses to allow 
the families to stay on at Colne Park 
in the meantime. 


On Thursday, before dawn, Hilling- 
don Council’s eviction squad arrived 
to find that the gate, installed by the 
Council a few days previously to stop 
the travellers re-entering the site 
once they had been cleared off, was 
barred against them. A fire was burn- 
ing in the middle of the track. 

Before long the squad had broken in, 
and towed off one caravan. Police 
helped in pulling resisters out of the 


Christian Action 


sends greetings to all 
readers of Peace News, 
especially those who 
have assisted our many 


projects during 


1968 


CHRISTIAN ACTION 2 AMEN COURT LONDON EC4 


Traveller children tied to a caravan 
by their parents, during the success- 
ful resistance to Hillingdon 
Council’s attempted eviction on 
December 5. 


way, and off the towing bar, in de- 
fiance of the instructions issued by 
the Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
last year, which restricted their role 
in such evictions to preventing 
breaches of the peace. 


The police permitted a caravan to be 
towed off, in spite of the fact that 
there were children inside it. (It is, 
of course, illegal to tow away an 
occupied caravan.) 


Before another could be towed off, 
the travellers had made their next 
move, pushing a caravan into the 
entrance, tipping it over, and setting 
it on fire. Since it was filled with 
etrol-soaked mattresses, it blazed 
uriously, and operations halted while 
the fire brigade was called. 


FIRE BRIGADE ARRIVES 


The Council men were soon busy 
again. In fact, the fire brigade’s visit 
probably helped in a sense, since it 
meant that the single entrance to the 
site could be kept clear. Four cara- 
vans were towed off. ‘‘ It looked bad”, 
said Grattan. 


Then a group of travellers rushed the 
gate, pushing a concrete-filled lorry 
into the way, and tipping out the 
contents to make a barricade. 


The Council responded by moving in 
its bulldozer, smashing down its own 


gate, and advancing towards the 
caravans. That was when the concrete- 
throwing, David-and-Goliath episode 
took place. 


With the bruised bulldozer halted, a 
human barrier was formed in its 
path by women and children, and 
another caravan, loaded also with 
women and children, was moved to 
block the entrance once more. 


RIOT POLICE TURN UP 

When the Council men tried to fasten 
a towing chain to this, it was 
seized, passed from hand to hand, 
and thrown away. 


After a delay, reinforcements turned 
up, including the batch of riot police, 
recognised straight away by the 
Hornsey students. But after three 
hours the Council had had enough, 
and the Deputy Town Clerk, in charge 
of the operation, called a halt. 


In fact, travellers had to help the re- 
treat of the evictors, by helping them 
push a lorry that had become stuck 
in the mud! 


It’s anyone’s guess whether the Coun- 
cil will try again, possibly with the 
help this time of private ‘“ Security 
Men”. But the Gypsy Council still 
hopes for a favourable reply to their 
proposal, and is making plans to start 
a pre-school group on such a site. 


Contact: Grattan Puxon, 349 9427, 14 
Prince’s Avenue, London N3. 


John Kershaw 


CHRISTMAS 
A.D. 1968 


Old men, wise men, merely Magi, 
two or three, creeping, proudly 
upright, homicidal penitents 
tracking the Child by a Star. 


Old men, wise men, the same yet 
not at all, fathers, lechers, the 
traitors and betrayed, calmly, 
martially, calling the Draft to War. 


Old men, wise men, none more wise 
than the least, brothers, patriots, 
looking yet for a sign 
deciding, or not, to Kill. 
ee oe a a ae eae 
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Arms Sales Under Attack 


In Sweden, 


Kevin McGrath writes: The British 
Government’s first Arms Salesman, 
Ray Brown, is to quit on May 1, 
according to Chapman Pincher (Daily 
Express, December 6). 


“Following the collapse of his 
attempts to sell Chieftain tanks worth 
£50 million to Belgium, he has little 
chance of pulling off any major deal 
because arms sales to so many 
countries are hamstrung by political 
restrictions.” 


Presumably Mr Pincher is thinking of 
South Africa, rather than North 
Vietnam, China, and Cuba. 


LEGAL GUN RUNNER 


Pincher predicts that, by way of a 
political gimmick, the Prime Minister 
will not appoint a successor to Mr 
Brown, but will “leave the sales job 
to civil servants who, by tradition, 
are immune from attack in Parlia- 
ment.” 

Mr Brown’s job in the remaining 
months as an £8,000 a year legal gun- 
runner should be eased by the investi- 
gation about to be carried out by the 
Swiss Government into claims that 
two of the country’s biggest arms 


EE Ee 
US Peace Reps 
In Moscow 


Leading journalists, artists, university 
professors, and public officials were 
among those who met a party of 
10 representatives of American peace 
organisations in Moscow and Lenin- 
grad last month. 


If any of them were under any 
illusions about what such organisa- 
tions think of the invasion of Czechos- 
lovakia, these must have been 
shattered. 

The 10-day visit was primarily for 
discussions with the Soviet Peace 
Committee. For three days the party 
discussed many aspects of inter- 
national affairs with specialists 
brought together by the Committee. 


SUPPORT FOR DISSENT 


In both the formal and informal dis- 
cussions, the Americans constantly 
compared the invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia with that of Vietnam, Domini- 
can Republic, and elsewhere by 
America, and expressed whole- 
hearted support for those Soviet 
citizens who had protested at the 
invasion. 


Organisations represented in the 
party of 10 included RESIST, SANE, 
The Resistance, American Friends 
Service Committee, and Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace and 
Freedom. 


Aden-Style Conflict 


In Persian Gulf? 


A new Aden-style conflict in the 
Persian Gulf looks likely. On Sunday 
December 8 a ‘Gulf Liberation 
Front ’’—developed from a former 
Dhafur Liberation Front, which has 
mounted attacks on British forces in 
the Sultanate of Oman—opened an 
office in Aden. 


A spokesman, quoted in Monday’s 
Financial Times, declared the GLF’s 
intention to “wage an armed 
struggle throughout the Arabian 
[Persian Gulf] region until indepen- 
dence is achieved, the rulers removed, 
anda Socialist-system installed ”. 


Switzerland, 


manufacturers have been illegally ex- 
porting guns to banned destinations, 
including Nigeria, South Africa, 
Israel, Lebanon, Egypt, and Saudi 
Arabia. 


The two manufacturers are Hispano- 
Suiza, and Oerlikon-Buehrle (two of 
whose senior employees were put 
under arrest in this connection last 
month), The other big Swiss arms 


manufacturer, Schweizerische In- 
dustrie Gesellschaft, and other 
smaller firms, will also be investi- 
gated. 


In Sweden, also, arms salesmen are 
under attack. Following the revela- 
tion by Radio Sweden’s reporter in 
Buenos Aires that a big export drive 
was under way to Latin America, and 
that he had been warned by the 
Swedish Ambassador that he was 
“disturbing the Argentine-Swedish 
business relations ’”’—also, that he 
ought to avoid using words like 
“military dictatorates” to describe 
military dicatorates—the issue has 
come into the open. 


INTERNAL INSTABILITY 

The Government has claimed that it 
knew nothing of any such drive. But 
the firms involved—Bofors (ammuni- 
tion) and Saab (aircraft)—said that 
it had been informed. 


Saab claimed, however, that there 
was not a “sales drive ”—just 
Swedish participation in an aircraft 
exhibition. 


Following questions in Parliament, 
the Swedish Minister of Commerce, 
Mr Lange, said that export licences 
were not issued for countries at war, 
or with an unstable internal situation. 
But there was no objection to send- 
ing weapons to Argentina or Brazil, 
since “there was no armed conflict 
going on”. 

(The last military putsch in Argen- 


MALAYA: British 


tina was in 1966, and in Brazil in 
1964—it all depends what you mean 
by instability, obviously.) 

But after demands by the SSU— 
Social-Democratic Youth—calling for 
Lange’s resignation, and discussions 
on December 3 with SSU representa- 
tives, the Government has stated that 
it will be restricting arms still more 
in the future. 


ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

About 20 out of the 40 to 50 in- 
dustrial firms in Sweden manu- 
facturing munitions go in for export. 
The total value of these exports is 
around £6.5 million, a figure which is 
said to be declining. 


This includes weapons, ammunition, 
carriers like ships and_ aircraft, 
electronic devices, and machines and 
tools necessary for manufacturing or 
maintaining munitions. [Information 
on Sweden from Ylva Tjornstrand.] 


# riety, 


eath Sentence (2) 
For South Koreans 


Two South Koreans sentenced to 
death last year for espionage, after 
being kidnapped from West Germany 
by South Korean agents, were sen- 
tenced to death once again in Seoul 
on December 5. 


Their earlier sentences had been 
quashed by the South Korean Court 
because there was __ insufficient 
evidence. A second trial followed. 
The two sentenced to death are 
Chung Kyu Myung, a_ research 
physicist at Frankfurt University, and 
Chung Ha Ryong, a professor of 
physics in Seoul. 

In all, 12 men were on trial for the 
second time—others got sentences 
ranging from 34 years to life. 


Army Out—Americans In?. 


Kevin McGrath writes: An £8 million 
Army base, completed only four 
years ago on the Malayan coast, near 
Malacca, is likely to be handed over 
to the Americans for jungle warfare 
training, after the British leave— 
starting in April. 

The base, Terendak Camp, was only 
started in 1957, and completed in 
1964. Within 15 months it is ex- 
pected that all of its 4,000 British, 
Australian, and New Zealand troops 
will have left. 


ENORMOUS EXPENSES 


The British have paid 54% of con- 
struction costs, and of the £225,000 
annual up-keep costs, the Australians 
28%, and the New Zealanders 18%. 


Already the New Zealanders train 
their men at the camp before switch- 
ing them, company by company, to 
fight in Vietnam (with what The 
Times, December 11, describes as 
“ great discretion ”). 


It is highly unlikely that the 
Australians and New Zealanders 
would stay on once the British had 
left—and the Malaysian forces don’t 
have the money—or the need—for 
such a lavish camp. 


The bill for cutting the grass alone 
is £19,000 a year, and it has 28 main 
sports pitches and an Olympic swim- 
ming pool, with 910 houses to serve 
as married quarters, plus club- 
houses. 


Inaccessibility, and the fact that the 
beach has to be shared for much of 
the year with vicious jelly-fish, re- 
duce the chances of finding a civilian 
use for it, such as a holiday camp. 


OMINOUS DEVELOPMENT 


The Americans are the obvious people 
to take over Terendak, particularly 
if a run-down of the Vietnam war 
made this less politically embar- 
rassing. It would be a very ominous 
development. 


JOHN 
BALL’S 
COLUMN 


The trouble isn’t really that we 
drink and eat too much at Christ- 
mas, but that we drink and eat too 
much for the rest of the year. 


The natural rhythm is an alterna- 
tion of feasting and fasting—nuts 
and berries until the boys track 
down a mammoth, then gorge on 
mammoth steak—because it won’t 
keep—then nuts and berries once 
more. 
* * * 

But feasts only work if you work 
up to them with a fast, or if they 
themselves precede a fast. (Look 
what has happened to Shrove 
Tuesday with the erosion of Lent.) 


A feast is an occasion, an asser- 
tion, and a reminder that it is 
good to be alive. So is a fast. A 
permanent semi-feast, on the other 
hand, is a drag. 


It’s selfish, too, but that’s another 
point. The same goes for presents, 
of course, and material possessions 
in general. 


As Chesterton put it, rather more 
concisely: ‘Feast on wine or fast 
on water ”. 

* * * 
Talking of presents, the war toy 
situation gets sicker every year. 
Why, they even produce _ toy 
soldier stretcher-bearers now, 
complete with a wounded man 
writhing in agony on the stretcher. 


I don’t really mind the toys with 
some physical danger—air-guns, 
toy bows and arrows, and swords, 
for example. And I quite like water 
pistols (perhaps the nearest 
approach to a pacifist weapon). 


Playing with such as these, kids 
can’t help but be reminded that 
weapons do have physical effects, 
and that they have to be used 
with some care. If you don’t give 
them any, they’ll pick up the same 
lesson from chucking half-bricks 
at each other. 
* *k * 

More insidious are the fantasy 
weapons—the ones that look in- 
credibly lethal, but couldn’t hurt 
a kitten. I mean the flashing 
space-blasters, the James Bond 
burp-guns, and so forth. 


If you want to train people to be 
able to press buttons to kill 
people they’ve never seen, that’s 
the way. 


Fortunately, most children I’ve 
known seem to much prefer water- 
pistols. 
* * * 

Happy Christmas, anyway, to all 
of you--stop reading the papers 
or listening to the news till its 
over. 


RENOUNCE WAR 
On Christmas Day And 


Throughout The New Year 
With The 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Nigeria/Biafra Vigil, St Martin-in-the-Fields, 


London every Saturday, 2.30 pm 
JOIN US... 


Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1 
Talks, Discussions, Study Group—every Monday, 7.30 pm 


Martin Luther King’s 
Christmas Sermon On Peace 


This Christmas season finds us a 
rather bewildered human race. We 
have neither peace within nor peace 
without. 


Everywhere paralysing fears harrow 
people by day and haunt them by 
night. Our world is sick with war. 
Everywhere we turn we see its 
ominous possibilities. 


And yet, my friends, the Christmas 
hope for peace and good-will towards 
all men can no longer be dismissed 
as a kind of pious dream of some 
utopian. 


Tf we don’t have good-will towards 
men in this world, we will destroy 
ourselves by the misuse of our own 
instruments and our own power. 


War Is Obsolete 


Wisdom born of experience should 
tell us that war is obsolete. There 
may have been a time when war 
served as a negative good, by prevent- 
ing the spread and growth of an evil 
force. But the very destructive power 
of modern weapons of warfare 
eliminates even the possibility that 
war may any longer serve as a nega- 
tive good. 


And so, if we assume that life is 
worth living, if we assume that man- 
kind has a right to survive, then we 
must find an alternative to war. 


So let us this morning explore the 


.conditions for peace. Let us this morn- 


ing think anew on the meaning of 
that Christmas hope: ‘Peace On 
Earth, Good Will Towards Men”. 


And as we explore these conditions, 
I would like to suggest that modern 
man really go all out to study the 


Above: Picture By 
Bernard Power-Canavan 


meaning of non-violence, its phil- 
osophy, and its strategy. 


We have experimented with the 
meaning of non-violence in our 
struggle for racial justice in the 
United States. But now the time has 
come for man to experiment with 
non-violence in all areas of human 
conflict. And that means non-violence 
on an international scale. 


World Perspective 


Now let me suggest, first, that if we 
are to have peace on earth, our 
loyalties must become ecumenical 
rather than sectional. Our loyalties 
must transcend our race, our tribe, 
our class, and our nation. This means 
we must develop a world perspective. 


No individual can live alone. No 
nation can live alone. As long as we 
try, the more we are going to have 
war in this world. 


Now the Judgment of God is upon 
us, and we must either learn to live 
together as brothers, or we are all 
going to perish together as fools. 


Yes, as nations and individuals, we 
are inter-dependent. I have spoken to 
you before of our visit to India some 
years ago. It was a marvellous ex- 
perience: but I say to you this morn- 
ing that there were those depressing 
moments, 


How can one avoid being depressed 
when one sees with one’s own eyes 
evidence of millions of people going 
to bed hungry at night? 


How can one avoid being depressed 
when one sees with one’s own eyes 
thousands of people sleeping on the 
sidewalks at night? 


More than a million people sleep on 
the sidewalks of Bombay every night. 
More than haif-a-million sleep on the 
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sidewalks of Calcutta every night. 
They have no houses to go into. They 
have no beds to sleep in. 


As I beheld these conditions, some- 
thing within me cried out: “Can we 
in America stand idly by and not be 
concerned?” And an answer came: 
“Oh, No! ” 
And I started thinking about the fact 
that right here in our country we 
spend millions of dollars every day 
to store surplus food. And I said to 
myself: 
“T know where we can store that 
food free of charge—in_ the 
wrinkled stomachs of the millions 
of God’s children in Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, and even in our 
own nation, who go to bed hungry 
at night.” 


It really boils down to this: that all 
life is inter-related. We are caught in 
an inescapable network of mutuality, 
tied into a single garment of destiny. 


Whatever affects one directly, affects 
all indirectly. We are made to live 
together because of the inter-related 
structure of reality. 


Single Garment 


Did you ever stop to think that you 
can’t leave for your job in the morn- 
ing without being dependent on most 
of the world? 


You get up in the morning and go to 
the bathroom. You reach over for 
the sponge, and that’s handed to you 
by a Pacific Islander. You reach for a 
bar of soap, and that’s given to you 
at the hands of a Frenchman. 


And then you go into the kitchen to 
drink your coffee for the morning, 
and that’s poured into your cup by a 
South American. Maybe you want tea: 
that’s poured into your cup by a 
Chinese. Or maybe you want cocoa 
for breakfast: that’s poured into your 
cup by a West African. 


Then you reach over for your toast, 
and that’s given to you at the hands 
of an English-speaking farmer, not to 
mention the baker. And before you 
finish eating breakfast in the morn- 
ing, you’ve depended on more than 
haif the world. 


This is the way our universe is 
structured. This is its inter-related 
quality. We aren’t going to have peace 
on earth till we recognise this basic 
fact of the inter-related structure of 
all reality. 


Ends And Means 


Now let me say, second, that if we 
are to have peace in the world, men 
and nations must embrace the non- 
violent affirmation that ends and 
means must cohere. 


One of the great philosophical debates 
of history has been over the whole 
question of means and ends. And 
there have always been those who 
argued that the end justifies the 
means, that the means really aren’t 
important. The important thing is to 
get to the end, you see. 


So, if you’re seeking to develop a 
just society, they say, the important 
thing is to get there, and the means 
are really unimportant. Any means 
will do so long as they get you there 
—they may be violent, they may be 
untruthful means. They may even be 
unjust means to a just end. 


But we will never have peace in the 
world till men everywhere recognise 
that ends are not cut off from means, 
because the means represent the ideal 
in the making, and the end in pro- 
cess, and ultimately you can’t reach 
good ends through evil means, be- 
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‘and the sons of God will shout for joy’ 
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cause the means represent the seed 
and the end represents the tree. 


It’s one of the strangest things that 
all the great military geniuses of the 
world have talked about peace. The 
conquerors of old who came killing 
in pursuit of peace—Alexander, Julius 
Caesar, Charlemagne, Napoleon— 
were akin in seeking a peaceful world 
order. 


If you read Mein Kampf closely 
enough, you will discover that Hitler 
contended that everything he did in 
Germany was for peace. 


And the leaders of the world today 
talk eloquently about peace. Every 
time we drop our bombs on North 
Vietnam, President Johnson talks 
eloquently about peace. 


What is the problem? They are talk- 
ing about peace as a distant goal, as 
an end we seek. But one day we must 
come to see that peace is not merely 
a distant goal we seek, but that it is 
a means by which we arrive at that 
goal. We must pursue peaceful ends 
through peaceful means. 


All of this is saying that, in the final 
analysis, means and ends must cohere 
because the end is pre-existent in the 
means, and ultimately destructive 
means cannot bring about construc- 
tive ends. 


Now let me say that the next thing 
we must be concerned about, if we 
are to have peace on earth and good- 
will towards men, is the non-violent 
affirmation of the sacredness of all 
human life. Every man is somebody 
because he is a child of God. 


And so, when we say, “Thou Shalt 
Not Kill”, we’re really saying that 
human life is too sacred to be killed 
on the battlefields of the world. 


Man is more than a tiny vagary of 
whirling electrons, or a wisp of smoke 
from a limitless smouldering. Man is 
a Child of God, made in His image, 
Bugs therefore must be respected as 
such. 


Children Of God 


Until men see this everywhere, until 
nations see this everywhere, we will 
be fighting wars. 


One day, somebody should remind us 
that, even though there may be pol- 
itical and ideological differences be- 
tween us, the Vietnamese are our 
brothers, the Russians are our 
brothers, the Chinese are our 
brothers, and one day we’ve got to 
sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood. 


But in Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Gentile. In Christ there is neither 
Male nor Female. In Christ there is 
neither Communist nor Capitalist. In 
Christ, somehow, there is neither 
Bound nor Free. We are all one in 
Christ Jesus. 


And when we truly believe in the 
sacredness of human personality, we 
won't exploit people, we won't 
trample over people with the iron feet 
of oppression, we won’t kill anybody. 


There are three words for “love” in 
the Greek New Testament. One is the 
word “Eros”. Eros is a sort of 
aesthetic, romantic love. Plato used 
to talk about it a great deal in his 
dialogues, the yearning of the soul for 
the realm of the divine. 


And there is, and can always be, some- 
thing beautiful about Eros, even in its 
expressions of romance. Some of the 


most beautiful love in all of the world 
has been expressed this way. 


Then the Greek language talks about 
“Philos”, which is another word for 
love. And Philos is a kind of intimate 
love between personal friends. This 
is the kind of love you have for those 
people that you get along with well, 
and those whom you like on this level 
you love because you are loved. 


Finally, the Greek language had 
another word for love, and that is 
the word “Agape”. Agape is more 
than romantic love, it is more than 
friendship. Agape is understanding, 
creative, redemptive good-will to- 
wards all men. It is an over-flowing 
love which seeks nothing in return. 


Theologians would say that Agape is 
the love of God operating in the 
human heart. When you rise to love 
on this level, you love all men—not 
because you like them, not because 
their ways appeal to you, but you 
love them because God loves them. 


Love, Soul-Force 


This is what Jesus meant when He 
said, “ Love your Enemies”. And I’m 
happy that He didn’t say, “ Like your 
Enemies”, because there are some 
people that I find it pretty difficult 
to like. 


Liking is an affectionate emotion, and 
I can’t like anybody who would bomb 
my home. I can’t like anybody who 
would exploit me. I can’t like any- 
body who would trample over me 
with injustices. 


I can’t like them. I can’t like anybody 
who threatens to kill me day in and 
day out. But Jesus reminds us that 
love is greater than liking. Love is 
understanding, creative, redemptive 
good-will towards all men. 


And I think this is where we are, 
as a people, in our struggle for racial 
justice. We can’t ever give up. We 
must work passionately and unrelent- 
ingly for first-class citizenship. 


We must never let up in our deter- 
mination to remove every vestige of 
segregation and discrimination from 
our nation But we shall not, in the 
proces relinquish our privilege to 
ove. 


I’ve seen too much hate to want to 
hate, myself, and I’ve seen hate on 
the faces of too many Sheriffs, too 
many White Citizens’ Councillors, and 
too many Klansmen of the South, to 
want to hate, myself. And every time 
I see it, I say to myself, Hate is too 
great a burden to bear. 


Somehow we must be able to stand 
up before our most bitter opponents 
and say: ‘‘We shall match your 
capacity to inflict suffering by our 
capacity to endure suffering. 


“We will meet your physical force 
with soul-force. Do to us what you 
will and we will still love you. 


“We cannot, in all good conscience, 
obey your unjust laws and abide by 
the unjust system, because non- 
cooperation with evil is as much a 
moral obligation as is co-operation 
with good. 


“So throw us in jail and we will still 
love you. Bomb our homes and 
threaten our children, and, as difficult 
as it is, we will still love you. 


“Send your hooded perpetrators of 
violence into our communities at the 
midnight hour, and drag us out on 
some wayside road and leave us half- 
dead as you beat us, and we will still 
love you. 


“Send your propaganda agents round 


the country, and make it appear that 
we are not fit, culturally and other- 
wise, for integration. We’ll still love 
you. 


“But be assured that we’ll wear you 
down by our capacity to suffer, and 
one day we will win our freedom. 
And we will not only win freedom 
for ourselves. We will so appeal to 
your heart and conscience that we 
will win you in the process, and our 
victory will be a double victory.” 


If there is to be peace on earth and 
good-will towards men, we must 
finally believe in the ultimate morality 
of the universe, and believe that all 
reality hinges on moral foundations. 


Something must remind us of this as 
we once again stand in the Christmas 
season and think of the Easter season 
simultaneously, for the two somehow 
go together. 


Christ came to show us the way. Men 
love darkness rather than the light, 
and they crucified Him, and there on 
Good Friday on the Cross it was still 
dark. But then Easter came, and 
Easter is an eternal reminder of the 
fact that truth-crushed earth will rise 
again. 


Easter justifies Carlyle in saying, ‘‘ No 
lie can live for ever”. And so this 
is our faith, as we continue to hope 
for peace on earth and good-will 
towards men: let us know that in the 
process we have cosmic companion- 
ship. 

In 1963, on a sweltering August after- 
noon, we stood in Washington, DC, 
and talked to the nation about many 
things. 


Towards the end of that afternoon, I 
tried to talk to the nation about a 
dream that I had had, and I must con- 
fess to you today that, not long after 
talking about that dream, I started 
seeing it turn into a nightmare. 


Dream, Nightmare 


I remember the first time I saw that 
dream turn into a nightmare, just a 
few weeks after I had talked about 
it. It was when four beautiful, un- 
offending, innocent Negro girls were 
murdered in a church in Birmingham, 
Alabama. 


I watched that dream turn into a 
nightmare as I moved through the 
ghettoes of the nation and saw my 
black brothers and sisters perishing 
on a lonely island of poverty in the 
midst of a vast ocean of material 
prosperity, and saw the nation doing 
nothing to grapple with the Negroes’ 
problem of poverty. 


I saw that dream turn into a night- 
mare as I watched my black brothers 
and sisters, in the midst of anger and 
understandable outrage, in the midst 
of their hurt, in the midst of their 
disappointment, turn to misguided 
riots to try to solve that problem. 


I saw that dream turn to a nightmare 
as I watched the war in Vietnam 
escalating, and as I saw so-called 
military advisers, 16,000-strong, turn 
into fighting soldiers—until, today, 
over 500,000 American boys are fight- 
ing on Asian soil. 


Yes, I am personally the victim of de- 
ferred dreams, of blasted hopes. But 
in spite of that, I close today by say- 
ing I still have a dream, because, you 
know, you can’t give up in life. 


If you lose hope, somehow you lose 
that vitality that keeps life moving, 
you lose that courage to be, that 
quality that helps you to go on in 
spite of it all. And so today I still 
have a dream. 


I have a dream that one day men will 


rise up and come to see that they are 
made to live together as brothers. 


I still have a dream this morning that 
one day every Negro in this country, 
every coloured person in the world, 
will be judged on the basis of the 
content of his character rather than 
the colour of his skin, and every man 
will respect the dignity and worth of 
human personality. 


I still have a dream today that one 
day the idle industries of Appalachia 
will be revitalised, and the empty 
stomachs of Mississippi will be filled, 
and brotherhood will be more than a 
few words at the end of a prayer, but 
rather the first order of business on 
every legislative agenda. 


With This Faith 


I still have a dream today that one 
day justice will roll down like water, 
and righteousness like a mighty 
stream. 


I still have a dream today that in 
all of our State Houses and City Halis, 
men will be elected to go there who 
will do justly, and love mercy, and 
walk humbly with their God. 


I still have a dream today that one 
day war will come to an end, that 
men will beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks, that nations will no 
longer rise up against nations, neither 
will they study war any more. 


I still have a dream today that one 
day the Lamb and the Lion will lie 
down together, and every man will 
sit under his own vine and fig tree, 
and none shall be afraid. 


I still have a dream today that one 
day every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill will be made 
low, the rough places will be made 
smooth, and the crooked places 
straight, and the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all flesh see 
it together. 


I still have a dream that with this 
faith we will be able to adjourn the 
councils of despair, and bring new 
light into the dark chambers of 
pessimism. 


Yes: with this faith we will be able 
to speed up the day when there will 
be peace on earth and good-will to- 
wards men. 


It will be a glorious day, the morning 
stars will sing together, and the sons 
of God will shout for joy. 
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~POWELLISM CONDEMNED AT 


NCCL 
RALLY 


In April 1968, Enoch Powell made his in- 
famous speech on race. During the next two 
months passions rose. Racialism was in the 
air—and sometimes on the streets. Black 
people all over Britain felt a new kind of fear. 


The NCCL (National Council for Civil 
Liberties) was sure that Powell did not speak 
for Britain. lt was important that the other side 
was heard. So the NCCL invited politicians, 
trade unionists, religious leaders, artists, en- 
tertainers and others, to “SPEAK OUT" for 
tolerance and understanding. On 27 June, a 
crowded meeting in London heard them do so 
loud and clear. 


The spirit of the meeting was caught by Lord 
Harlech, once British Ambassador in Washington and 
now head of Harlech Television. ‘‘Either we make a 
multi-racial society work’, he said, “or else human 
society will begin to break down in violence and in 
hatred”. 


Rabbi Saul Amias, himself a representative of a 
race long oppressed, pledge the solidarity of the 
Jewish people for, as he said, “‘at the beginning of 
this century everything that is being said today about 
ccloured people was said about the Jewish people”. 


The Scapegoat 
in Society 


A common theme of speakers was the way the 
black immigrant has been used as a scapegoat for 
all the ills of our society. Des Wilson of Shelter 
showed how poverty creates prejudice: “Nearly 
350,000 families in Britain live below the official 
poverty line. These people believe’, said Mr Wilson, 
“that they are justified in standing on anybody to 
reach the first rung of the ladder to prosperity, and 


those they can most easily isolate are those who are 
a different colour’. 


Joan Lestor MP, in a hard-hitting speech, emphasised 
that people were “using a minority that you can 
identify because of its colour, as scapegoats for the 
failures of successive governments to deal with 
certain social problems’’. ‘‘People like Stokely Car- 
michael”, she said, ‘‘are not the cause of racial 


tension and racial frustrations, they are the result of 
them”. 


Exploding 
the Myths 


Racial prejudice is bred in ignorance and fed by 
falsehood. Jocelyn Barrow, NCCL Executive Member, 
referred to the myths that abound about coloured 
immigrants—that they ‘'take all the jobs and at the 
same time live on the dole’. As Miss Barrow com- 
mented: "We can't have jobs and live on the dole 
simultaneously”’. 


The clear, unequivocal statements of the speakers 
reported overleaf, and the response to them from the 
large audience achieved the purpose of the Speak Out: 
to demonstrate that Powellism is and will be con- 
tested, and that it can and will be defeated by present- 


ing the facts and appealing to the best rather than the 
worst feelings of the community. 


Basil D’Oliviera Sir Gerald Nabarro, MP Matron 


but these are immigrants too 


“Once a man or a woman has become a citizen of this country 
they should be treated in every single respect as an exact 
equal of every other citizen . . .”—-LORD HARLECH 


THANKS, 


ENOCH POWELL 


Sam SilkIn, MP 


i never thought that | would say, particularly in Human Rights Year, that | was grateful to Enoch Powell, 
but | am. Because it has shown that there are an awful Jot of people, who felt that it wasn’t perhaps quite 
respectable to be prejudiced racially and therefore didn’t display the fact very obviously. Well now that’s 
gone, it’s come to the surface and | think it’s a jolly good thing that at least we know where it is and we 
know what the enemy is. Because when you know what the enemy is you are in a very much better position 


to deal with it. 


Secondly | think I’m grateful to Mr 
Powell because the effect of what he said 
brought into the public gaze the people, 
many many people, with liberal minds of 
his own party who were just as horrified 
as those of us who do not belong to his 
party, at the sort of observations to which 
he gave expression. 


Mothers 
can help 


Dame Joan Vickers, MP 

It is to the women of the nation that 
everybody is looking, because women what- 
ever their race have similar problems in 
bringing up their children and in their care 
and their education. Women shop in the 
same shops, they take their children to the 
same schools. Women with their children 
playing together create an understanding. 
Children do get to understand each other 
much more easily than adults because they 
haven't any fixed ideas. 


So it is the second generation of immi- 
grants, who have lessened their ties with 
their country of origin, for whom _ this 
country will be their real home. It is to 
them that our thoughts, our hopes and our 
cares must be given. 


NUMBERS 


The total number of coloured Commonwealth immi- 
grants is only a small proportion of all immigrants— 
approximately 7 in 3. 

Colour Immigration from the New Commonwealth 
as a % of all Immigration 

Year 


Lord Hariech 


JOBS 


In the Health Service 43.6% of junior hospital 
doctors are immigrants. 30% of pupil nurses are 
immigrants; and 17% of student nurses. 29% of pupil 


midwives are from abroad. 

In 1966 15.6% of London’s bus operatives were 
coloured immigrants. In April 1968 the central London 
bus service had 2,500 vacancies. In Bradford 30% 
of bus staffs are coloured immigrants. 


What Lord 


Harlech believes 


Lord Harlech 


{ believe that in our daily lives an in- 
junction to love thy neighbour as thyself is 
of supreme importance, and | believe that 
racial intolerance or racial prejudice is 
totally incompatible with such a belief. 

Once a man or a woman has become 
a citizen of this country they should be 
treated in every single respect as an exact 
equal as every other citizen. That means 
they must share the rights of other citizens 
and be given the same opportunities. Tha 
revolution, scientific and Industrial, through 
which mankind has been living has shrunk 
the world out of all recognition. The means 
of communication have multiplied in such 
a way that in the foreseeable future every 
society will in some degree be a multi- 
racial society and therefore the simple 
proposition for us is just this: either we 


make multi-racial society work or else 
human society will begin to break down in 
violence and in hatred. | feet that the 
human personality is a very frail thing, 
man’s personal dignity is his most precious 
possession and if you hurt that dignity 
you inflict a very painful wound, and every 
ned you wound a man’s spirit he dies a 
ittle. 


1964 
1965 
1966 


My goodness, he’s 
talking about ME 


Eleanor Bron: immigrant 


1 was a bit shattered when | heard what Enoch Powell had said. | thought, my 
goodness, he’s talking about me. | thought about my grand-parents who left their 


As a 
Tory.... 


Nicholas Scott, MP 


1 am a Tory because ! believe in indi- 
vidual freedom—not the fticence of the 
powerful or the majority to get away with 
it, but a genuine freedom for all our 
people—and that means the freedom of 
the coloured community in this country 
to live their lives and have the same oppor- 
tunity as the white community. And sec- 
ondly because the most important concept 
which led me into the Tory party was 
that of one nation. 


Today, the real division, the challenge 
of one nation is that of race in our society. 
The achievement of one nation will not 
be by repatriation, which is a sop to the 
worst prejudiced members of our society, 
but will be the challenge of creating a 
genuinely colour blind society. 


country to come here. And it seems to me 
to be a terribly hard thing to do. I'm a 
third-generation immigrant and | love this 
country and | would find it awful to be 
faced with the prospect of leaving it and 
having to go and uproot and go and live 
somewhere else. | think that anyone who 
does that is either pretty desperate or has 
a great deal of courage, and a great deal 
of hope. 


| have a suspicion that it's the very 
qualities that immigrants bring with them 
—their need, and their bravery, and their 
hope, more than anything—which is what 
arouses resentment in us, because they are 
willing to work hard and to enter life in 
a way we are too cosy to want; and it is 
disturbing and it’s frightening. 


So | state that | believe very strongly in 
civil liberties, and value my own, and hope 
that somehow we can do something about 
it. 


SERVICES 


The very high proportion of employed immigrants 


and the very low proportion of retired people means 
that they contribute more to and take out less from 
Social service expenditure than the population in 
general. Expenditure for immigrants is now £48.7 per 
head while expenditure for the whole population is 
£62.4 per head. 


For “Jew” read “Coloured” 


Rev Saul Amlias 


| represent a people who have an un- 
tivalled experience over the centuries of 
persecution. At the beginning of this cen- 
tury everything that is being said today 


about coloured people was said about the 
Jewish people. 

We are completely at one with all the 
problems that coloured immigrants have 


just now. We promise that as citizens. 
not necessarily as Jews, but as citizens, 
we will be in the vanguard and will con- 
tinue to help you and to sustain you. 


WE ARE 
ALL ONE 


Bishop Sansbury 

| do want to say one word on behalf 
of the British Council of Churches and 
the churches they represent. We believe 
that a great effort is called for, in addi- 
tion to legislation, to understand each 
other and overcome barriers. And this is 
something which we can all do in our 
own local situations. It is easy to get 
along with the people whose background 
is the same as yourself. It means so much 
less effort to spend your time with people 
whose background is the same _ rather 
than make that effort of imagination and 
understanding to get across the difference 
to another person’s environment, another 
person’s cultural background and _ enter 
sympathetically into it. It demands effort 
but it’s thoroughly worthwhile because it 
takes you out of your insularity, it enriches 
your own experience and it helps you to 
understand that for which Christians, 
though God knows we've failed, stand. 
That we are ail children of the one Father 
and that in Christ there's neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither bond nor free, we are all 
one. Let’s see that we put this into 
practice. 


Exploiters 
indicted 


Ernle Roberts, Trade Unlonist 


The problem of unemployment, which 
concerns the working people of this 
country is not caused by race or colour 
but by such things as mergers, and the 
national economic policies pursued by our 
government. The problems of low wages, 
again, is not caused by colour or by race 
but by exploitation and bad trade union 
organisation. The problem of equal pay 
is not caused by race or colour—there has 
been a struggle for eighty years or more 
for such a principle to operate in this 
country. 


The problems of slums has not been 
caused by race or colour. There is an 
absolute shortage of houses in this coun- 
try. The problem of high rents is not one 
of race or colour but Rachmanism. And 
the greatest problem of all, the problem 
of peace and war, is not one which is 
caused by race or colour. War is in the 
main due to the principle of exploitation 
of man by man, by one set of people by 
another. 


A white 
problem 


Jocelyn Barrow 


The problem of racial discrimination 
and racial prejudice is not a problem of 
the black man. It is the problem essen- 
tlaily of the native population of this 
country and of other white communities. 
This country has a responsibility not only 
to itself but to the rest of the world to 
show that it is a multi-racial society and 
that the various communities can live and 
work alongside each other harmoniously. 


It is necessary, very necessary, for the 
native community to realise some of the 
truths about immigration. It is necessary 
for us to stop perpetuating myths. It is 
time that we recognised the contribution 
made by the coloured Commonwealth not 
only as citizens of this community, but for 
centuries past. 


The new Race 
elations Act 


The Race Relations Act 1968 makes discrimination 
a civil! wrong. Discrimination is defined as treating a 
person less favourably than another person on grounds 
of colour, race or ethnic or national origin in the pro- 
vision of goods, facilities and services, and in employ- 
ment and housing. 


Unlawful discrimination also includes segregating 
people on grounds of colour, race or ethnic or national 
origin. 

The Race Relations Board and its regional concilia- 
tion committees exist to enforce the Race Relations 
Act. Enforcement of the Act is by conciliation—anyone 
making a complaint of discrimination cannot take his 
complaint to the court in the ordinary way. 


When discrimination as defined above has been 
proved, punishment in the form of fines or imprison- 
ment cannot be applied. After a period of investigation 
by the conciliation committee, or by the Board, and if 
discrimination is proven, the conciliation officer will 
try to secure a settlement of the differences between 
the complainants and the discriminator, and an 
assurance from the discriminator about his future 
conduct. 


Civil (not criminal) proceedings can be started only 
by the Board—in one of the County Courts or, in 
Scotland, in the Sheriff Courts—and only when 
conciliation has failed. 


Scope of the Act 


The Act aims to end discrimination in the provision 
of goods and services, admittance to public places or 
transport, employment and housing. In employment jobs 
are covered but so too are promotion, training and 
membership of trade unions. The housing provisions 
cover selling, letting and advertisements. There are 
certain exceptions for small firms and owner occupied 
houses with a limited number of residents. Industrial 
complaints will be referred first to the Department of 
Employment and Productivity. 


How to make a Complaint 


Any person who believes that he or she has been 
unlawfully discriminated against, can complain himself, 
or have a complaint made on his behalf. Anyone 
complaining on behalf of someone else must have that 
person's written authority to do so. 


A complaint can be made either in writing or 
verbally. It will eventually be necessary to fill out a 


Civil liberty is for everyone—or should be. 
Yet every day the NCCL is called upon to help 
people who have been denied their civil Jiber- 
ties. All too often the victim is one of the 
most oppressed of the minorities: the one 
distinguishable by skin colour. If you are 
black, you are a convenient and identifiable 
scapegoat for ali the problems and frustrations 
of a competitive society. If you are black, you 
may well become a target for the ignorant, the 
frightened, the exploited. 


Tragically, governments that should have 
led the fight against prejudice have consis- 
tently made concessions to it. The answer to 
discrimination has not been to curb it but to 
reduce the numbers of people exposed to it. 
Negative legislation such as the Common- 
wealth Immigrants Acts 1965 and 1968 has 
made it that much more difficult to implement 
the positive measures in the new Race Rela- 
tions Act. 


In this Human Rights Year, the British 
people have witnessed the degrading spectacle 
of Commonwealth immigrants being interro- 


complaint form, which can be obtained from the Race 
Relations Board's offices, conciliation committees, 
Town Halls, Employment Exchanges, Citizen Advice 
Bureaux and police stations. If there is any difficulty 
in getting a form, or filling it out, the person should 
phone or visit his nearest conciliation committee or the 
Race Relations Board. 


A complaint should be made as soon as possible 
after the act complained of and not later than two 
months after the event. 


When the complaint form has been completed, it 
should be sent as soon as possible to the secretary of 
the nearest conciliation committee, or to the Race 
Relations Board. 


WhERE NCCL STANDS 


gated at the ports, of children being detained, 
often in isolation, before being returned to 
their country of origin. Yet those refused entry 
have, at this moment, no remedy in law and 
no sure means of appealing against the deci- 
sions of immigration officers. And over all, 
an atmosphere of prejudice that makes some 
of our citizens less equal than others. 


The NCCL has campaigned for a rational 
immigration policy, based on social facilities 
and national needs, that would not undermine 
those rights of citizenship traditionally ex- 
tended to citizens of the Commonwealth. We 
have supported efforts to curb racial discrimin- 
ation through improved Race Relations legis- 
lation. We have co-operated with immigrants’ 
organisations that seek to protect members 
of their communities and preserve their cul- 
tural traditions. We have defended individual 
victims of discrimination. We have stood, 
and will continue to stand for tolerance, 
decency and the rule of law. 


TONY SMYTHE, 
General Secretary. 


SPEAK OUT and SELL SPEAK OUT 


Copies available from NCCL: 1s per 10; 8s per 100; 70s per i000 (all plus postage). Single copies send S.A.E. 


NCCL DECLARATION ON RACE 


We support the right of all citizens and residents in the United Kingdom 
to enjoy equality of opportunity and freedom from discrimination on 
grounds of race, creed, sex or class. In particular we believe that racia! 
minorities must have the same access as other citizens to such neces- 


ODE YO ENOCH POWELL 


The vulture is an honest man 
He offers no apology 


But snaps the fingers from the hand 
And chews them with sincerity 


Birmingham Council are bidding for the Berlin Wall 

There's swastikas sprouting in the ground round Bradford Town Hall 
Edward Heath and Harold Wilson are dancing cheek to cheek— 
Everybody getting ready for Kindness to Vultures Week. 


The vulture is a gentleman 
He does not stoop to kill 


But watches murders from a height 


Then drops to eat his fill 


The Press is so excited that the Press can hardly speak 

There’s red stuff dripping from the corner of Nabarro’s beak 
You can say that white is right but it looks like black is bleak— 
Everybody getting ready for Kindness to Vultures Week. 


The vulture is a Christian man 
He goes to church on Sunday 


He prays to God to give him strength 


To tear a corpse on Monday 


The Widow of Wolverhampton’'s been elected Queen 

And her letterbox is fitted with an automatic flushing machine 
She's translating the speeches of Hitler into Ancient Greek-—— 
Everybody getting ready for Kindness to Vultures Week. 


Adrian Mitchell 


Make Civil Liberties in 
Britain your concern 


We live in a democracy. We value our 
human rights. Yet every day in Britain there 
are citizens being denied their fundamental! 
liberties. And every day the NCCL is called 
upon to take up the cases of people who 
feel helpless in the face of arbitrary decisions, 
abuses of authority, discrimination, miscar- 
riages of justice. 


They are soldiers, sailors and airmen denied 
the right to leave the Service; gypsies re- 
fused permanent living space: minorities dis- 
criminated against in housing, employment 
and education; political groups prevented 
from holding public meetings; trade unionists 
victimized for going on strike; arrested per- 
sons wrongfully treated or physically as- 


saulted; the innocent found guilty; artists 
whose work is censored or banned. 


THE NCCL 

Investigates cases, obtains expert legal 
advice, makes representations to govern- 
ment departments, intercedes with the police 
or local authority, mobilizes public opinion. 

Campaigns for law reform and legislation, 
submits evidence to Government commis- 
sions and committees, undertakes research. 

Informs citizens of their lawful rights 
through leaflets, pamphlets, reports. 

Sends observers to politica! and industrial 
demonstrations and to court hearings, and 
appoints representatives for mental health 
patients at Tribunals. 


HELP THE NCCL PROTECT ALL OUR CIVIL LIBERTIES 


BECOME A MEMBER 

As a member you belong to a voluntary 
organisation of increasing value in our 
society; you help to formulate policy through 
your vote and resolutions at the Annual! 
General Meeting; you receive the Annua! 
Report and a regular monthly bulletin. 

As a Supporting Member, you receive every 
publication produced by the NCCL. 


BECOME AN AFFILIATE 


As an affiliate, your organisation contri- 
butes to the policy and financing of the 


Please Complete This Form and Retum it to: 


| enclose £ | s 


(=I wish to become a member and enclose £ 


Students: 15s 
Old Age Pensioners: £1. 


fal 


on membership and range from £2 to £25.) 


i. 
ie 


NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES, 4 Camden High Street, London, NW1. 


das a donation towards the work of the NCCL. 


Subscription rates: Individual: £2 (£1 15s Od by Banker’s Order) 
Husband/Wife: £3 (£2 15s Od by Banker’s Order) 


OO | wish to become a Supporting Member and enclose £25 in payment of my annual subscription. 


1 with my organisation/society to be affiliated, Please send me a Rate List. (Rates, generally, are based 


| wish to make a covenanted donation to the Cobden Trust, the registered charity engaged in educational 
and research for the NCCL. Please send me a Covenant Form. 
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movement and is seen to take a clear stand 
on civil liberties. Over 500 organisations and 
societies are now affiliated to the NCCL. 


SEND A DONATION - 

As a donor, your gift will help to sustain 
a campaign for civil liberties all over the 
country. Money is needed for case investi- 
gations, to ensure the best legal advice to 
those in need; for more expert advisers; for 
research and education 


$ d in payment of my annual subscription. 
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sities as work, housing, social services and credit facilities. 


We deplore all public statements which attempt to identify immigrants 


Among 
those who 
have signed 


Yehudi Menuhin 


Rt Rev 
Mervyn Stockwood 


oS 


Marjorie Proops 


John Peel 


Dame Peggy Ashcroft 


Frank Cousins 


with social problems for which they bear 
no responsibility. We recognise with grati- 
tude the contribution which common. 
wealth citizens and aliens have made to 
our national life. 


In extending a warm welcome to immi- 
grants we pledge ourselves to defend 
their civil liberties and therefore the civil 
liberties of the entire community. 
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TILBURY: Dockers 
Resist Demands 


Of Campaigners 


Barbara Higgins writes: The cam- 
paign to get dockers at Tilbury to 
refuse to load ships carrying arms to 
Nigeria got off to a very shaky start, 
last week, with a turn-out on the first 
day totalling only 10 people. 


After the initial confusion over which 
gates were the best to leaflet, since 
it had become impossible, because of 
lack of support, to leaflet all the 
gates, we found 10 people quite 
adequate. Many of the dockers arrive 
and leave by car, and were therefore 
impossible to leaflet anyway. 


The reception was not hostile on the 
whole, though there were a few com- 
ments like “Long Live Enoch” and 
“Kill All the Wogs’”. Most of the 
dockers meekly accepted our leaflets 
— if only to throw them away on the 
other side of the foot-bridge. 


Despite the apathy of the dockers, 
and despite the lack of support from 
people we had relied on, the cam- 
paign was successful, if only because 
we now have a few contacts inside 
the docks, and because we got press 
attention for Tilbury arms shipments, 
notably in the Daily Sketch. 


We now know that the dockers at 
Tilbury are probably the most un- 
political, un-militant dockers in the 
country, and that a campaign request- 
ing them to refuse to load a certain 
cargo cannot succeed. 

There is, however, more than one way 
to stop a shipment of arms. Tilbury 
has by no means seen the last of us. 


*x from page 1 


man must grope and pick his way by 
animal instinct through the litter and 
rubble of the modern world, it came 
as something of a shock to discover 
that here was an equally convinced 
Christian—-an older man, moreover, 
and a world-famous member of the 
Catholic Church—with whom one 
could engage in real dialogue. 


This characteristic he had, of be- 
lieving wholeheartedly in frank and 
open dialogue, with all its implica- 
tions of an objective ground of felt 
concern that transcends differences, 
whether actual or only apparent, 
sums up, for me, the essence of what 
Thomas Merton was about. 


Like Albert Camus, whom he re- 
sembied, intellectually, in many ways, 
and whose manner of dying was just 
as absurd and scandalous—by which 
I mean it was an offence against 
natural reason—Merton recognised 
that the fundamental problem of 
our time is not political, it is a- 
political and human. 


Human Dimension 


“What can we gain by sailing to the 
moon”, he asked, “if we are not 
able to cross the abyss that separates 
us from ourselves? ” 


He knew that the most important 
thing we can do, each one of us, is 
to keep cutting, deliberately and 
systematically, through all the pol- 
itical lines and _ barriers, and 
emphasising that there is another 
dimension, an _ authentic reality, 
totally opposed to the corrosive 
frictions of politics: the human 
dimension, which politics pretends to 
arrogate entirely to itself. 


Merton saw this process of erosion 
as the first necessary step towards the 
perhaps impossible task of purifying, 

umanising, and somehow illumina- 
ting politics. In his view, the prime 
duty of all honest political men, and 


Peace News 20 December 1968 7 


otudent Left Wakes Up To Biafra 


Kevin McGrath writes: The 
nauseating apology for a parliamen- 
tary debate on Biafra, on Thursday, 
December 12—squeezed into a gen- 
eralised foreign affairs debate, 
alongside such issues as the fate of 
the Falkland Islands, which was the 
subject chosen by the Tories to 
divide the House of Commons—was 
partly redeemed by the sit-in by 100 
or so students from Essex University, 
inside the Houses of Parliament. 


Now a group of Norwich students are 


Nigeria And 
Biafra—News 
The British Press 
‘Overlooked’ 


CND: PLANS 
FOR NEXT EASTER 


The Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment announced this week that next 
Easter’s demonstration will take the 
form of a two-prong “ All-Britain 
March” from Scotland and Wales, 
converging on London for Easter Mon- 
day, plus demonstrations over the 
weekend at Aldermaston, Porton, 
Caerwent, the Holy Loch, and at 
Fylingdales. 


all honest political movements, is to 
keep themselves from being swal- 
lowed and devoured by any sea 
monster that happens to come along. 


Because once the swallowing has 
taken place, rigidity replaces truth, 
political activists become policemen 
and executioners, and there is no 
more possibility of dialogue. Then 
the old lines are hardened, the 
barriers are re-built, and the weapons 
a into place once more for the 
ill. 


Active Witness 


Hence the desirability, as he empha- 
sised time and again in his more 
recent essays, of a manifestly non- 
political witness, non-aligned and 
non-labelled. An active witness that 
fights for the concrete reality of Man, 
and his rights and needs in the 
nuclear world. 


And so he thought in terms of the 
sort of political engagement that 
stands, in some measure, against all 
ideological blocs, parties, and power- 
groups. That identifies in solidarity 
with the victims of oppression, greed, 
and selfishness. That resists the hell 
of emptiness and sub-human fury 


which explodes in crimes like 
Auschwitz and Hiroshima and 
Vietnam. 


At root, of course, Merton was talking 
about a certain kind of Love. And it 
would be only too easy, at a time of 
year like this, to sentimentalise his 
message of Love—and Dialogue, and 
Compassion, and the dialectic be- 
tween them—and so lose the essence 
of what he was trying to say. 


But in fact what Merton continually 
demanded of us, his readers—and 
nowhere is this made more clear than 
in his various essays on Nazi 
Fascism and the Extermination Camps 
—was that we face up, as naked in- 
dividuals, to an extremely grim and 
painful reality. 

Namely, that the blessedness of Love, 
a_ vitalising doctrine to the early 
Christians, has been transformed, by 


to hold a fast outside Downing Street, 
in Whitehall, from 2 pm on Christ- 
mas Eve to 8 pm Christmas Day, in 
protest at British policy. They hope 
to be joined by others. 


(Another fast, in support of Oxfam’s 
appeal for aid for Biafra, will be held 
at Piccadilly Circus from Christmas 
Eve till Boxing Day.) 


But the new term should see a surge 
of activity in the universities, and 


outside. 


In the boidest criticism of the war in 
the Nigerian press so far, the 
Nigerian Observer of Benin City, on 
December 4, stated: 


‘‘The country is in complete chaos, 
and even with the utmost economy 
the next 10 years will be grim 
ones.” 


It pointed out that nearly one million 
Nigerians were dead already. “ This 
war is costing us one million Nigerian 
pounds a day, and it is not only in 
the Western State, where distur- 
bances have broken out in the last 
week, that the situation is bad.” 
* * * 

Dr Eke, Biafran Information Com- 
missioner, has said that Biafra would 
support a workable arms embargo on 
both sides. 


Could that be one reason why 
Michael Stewart refused, in the 
House of Commons on Thursday, 
December 12, to call for such an 
embargo? 
the logic of objectified concepts, into 
the absolutism of the average, the 
apotheosis of the banal—that it has 
become, indeed, the generator of its 
opposite, Hate. 


What Merton was’ concerned to say 
was that we must allay the hectic 
fever of this perversion of Love in 
the calm recollection of an older, 
more unconscious world-feeling. 


He was attempting to show, in all his 
work, that the Other Person—in his 
sheer difference—must be recognised 
and respected as terrible, before he 
can be accepted as lovable. He must 
be seen as Blake’s Tyger, even in his 
virtues, before he can be Blake’s 
Lamb. 

This, in turn, links up with the simple 
ascetic life that Merton led, his with- 
drawal to solitude, and his belief in 
contemplation as the only form of 
philosophical activity that cuts 
through all illusion. 


He did not make the mistake, com- 

mon to many intellectuals, of 

equating the Good Life with the life 
of the Contemplative Philosopher. It 
ihe just the right and proper life for 
im. 


Moreover, his sort of “ self-renounce- 
ment” was not the result of a dour or 
exalted martyr-complex. On the con- 
trary. It implied a spontaneous and 
warm-hearted relish for this in- 
finitely various world. 


Holy Disobedience 


In brief, it did not derive from some 
kind of overwhelming ‘“ Will to 
Love”, but from that peculiar atten- 
tiveness which, as Simone Weil once 
said, is worth any. amount of “ good 
works ”. 


An intellectual rebel whose vocation, 
paradoxically, included vows of strict 
obedience, Merton was one of the 
very few modern thinkers to have 
grasped the importance of what A. J. 
Muste called Holy Disobedience. 


He was one among that rare band 
of ‘“‘ great contemporaries ” who have 


Within the first two weeks of term, 
at least three teach-ins are planned 
—at Cambridge, London School of 


Economics, and University College 
London. 
At Manchester and _ Liverpool, 


students are likely to be involved in 
actions aimed at the docks. Stirrings 
are also reported from Sheffield, 
Glasgow, Nottingham, Newcastle, and 
Sussex. 


COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 


Save Biafra—largely responsible for 
this student build-up—hopes to direct 
the new interest in Biafra into 
actions aimed at the Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers’ Conference in Lon- 
don during mid January. 


Save Biafra is calling for Biafra to be 
represented at the Conference. Since 
both Zambia and Tanzania recognise 
Biafra, this issue of representation 
could cause a major clash. 


—S—_—_— 
Pat Arrowsmith 
To Spend Christmas 


In Jail? 


Pat Arrowsmith may well be back in 
jail for Christmas, for her refusal to 
agree to a binding-over order arising 
from her part in the NONVAC 
demonstration outside Elliott’s, sup- 
pliers of equipment to the American 
Army for use in Vietnam. Her appeal 
against sentence was to be heard at 
the London Sessions on Wednesday, 
December 18. 


fully understood that freedom is 4 
possession and responsibility that can 
neither be given nor taken away by 
any man. 


So it is not surprising that, in one of 
his recent essays, “ Concerning 
Giants”, he wrote about the Great 
Powers of East and West, calling 
them Gog and Magog, and said: 


“ However meaningless they may 
be in themselves, the cataclysm 
they will undoubtedly let loose is 
full of meaning, full of light. 


“Out of their negation and terror 
comes certitude and peace for any- 
one who can fight his way free of 
their confusion. 

‘The worst they can do is bring 
death upon us, and death is of little 
consequence. Destruction of the 
body cannot touch the deepest 
centre of life.” 


Eternity An Idol 


I wish I could accept this verdict with 
equanimity, for it came from a 
Christian man whom one could love 
and respect more than most in the 
world. And I have tried, and I can- 
not. I will not. 


And I feel sure that he, in turn, 
would not have accepted this from his 
friends and admirers! There was too 
much lively humour in him, too much 
contagious joy, and he did not view 
Death as finality, he lived in Faith. 


But my atheist’s blood gets the better 
of me, and I have to write it down. 
Eternity is an idol. Immortality is 
an illusion for art and thought, as it 
is for man. ‘“ After the first death, 
there is no other.” 

The truth, then, of this man called 
Thomas Merton: in what did it con- 
sist? It was his. living presence—no 
more, no less. And nothing can re- 
place it, now it is gone. 


Published by Peace 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 


News Ltd at 5 


and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
ine (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 


. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 


8 Peace News 20 December 1968 


Wilson And Vietnam 


Mr Wilson Speaks “Frankly and 
Fearlessly ” on Vietnam to Bertrand 
Russell (Bertrand Russell Peace 
Foundation 6s). 


This little booklet consists of an ex- 
change of letters between Bertrand 
Russell and Harold Wilson on Viet- 
nam, the text of a speech by Lord 
Russell at LSE in February 1965 on 
the Labour Party’s foreign policy, and 
a reprint of a pamphlet by Ken 
Coates, The Dirty War in Mr Wilson. 
Collectively it compares Labour Party 
promiee with Labour Government 
act. 


Though I dislike Coates’s heavy- 
handed satire and furious moral 
attack, he has been very careful in 
digging out some statements made by 
Labour shadow ministers and back- 
benchers in the Fifties which might 
be embarrassing to the people who 
bear the same names today. 


FACTS DO NOT CHANGE 


Thus Richard Crossman on Vietnam 
in 1953: “Ho Chi Minh leads the real 
national movement in Indo-China .. . 
It is time to tell the French and the 
Americans that they are fighting an 
unjust war in Indo-China.” 

“True”, they might say—indeed, 
they might say anything—“ but 
circumstances change in 15 years”. 
Yes, perhaps they do, but today it is 
denied that Americans were fighting 
in Vietnam in 1953—and facts don’t 
change. 


The most interesting section of the 
booklet is, however, the exchange of 
letters between Wilson and Bertrand 
Russell. The arguments on Vietnam 
have been aired at greater length in 
Russell’s War Crimes in Vietnam. The 
political naivete of Wilson’s replies 
is incredible: 


“Tt would be much easier to con- 
sider ideas for a conference if the 
Viet Cong were first to stop fight- 
ing.” 


UNPRINCIPLED MANNER 


But we have long known that Wilson 
is selectively naive. On the other 
hand, we did not know before of the 
sort of response he made to the re- 
quest for visas for members of the 
War Crimes Tribunal. 


The only sort of reason he advanced 
for his refusal was vague talk about 
the inevitable “national interest” 
and the Tribunal’s injuring what is 
referred to as “the Government’s 
peace-making effort”. As Wilson 
doesn’t specify what this consisted in, 
it is difficult to know what he is talk- 
ing about. 


It is clear, however one views Viet- 
nam, that freedom of speech has been 
seriously tampered with in an out- 
rageously arbitrary and unprincipled 
manner. It would be a good thing if 
these letters, in particular, were re- 
printed in a more widely circulated 
form. 


The Nigeria/Biafra Crisis 


DO NOT READ 
THIS IF YOUR 
STOMACH 


save An Animal For Xmas! 
Don't Eat Fleshmeat! 


Better still, act with us. SAE for details. 
Vegan Action, 11 Clematis Street, Blackburn, Lancs BB2 6JP 


wri 


War Resisters’ International 


The WRI needs support for its various projects—e.g. World 
Appeal for Conscientious Objection, Seminars on “ Mahatma 
Gandhi’s Relevance Today”, ‘‘ Support Czechoslovakia Action ”’, 
Demonstration at NATO Headquarters, Study Conference in 


ISN'T STRONG 


Extracts from a report by Patrick Kemmis, leader of an Oxfam 
Medical/Relief Team which has recently started work behind the 
fighting lines in Nigerian territory. 


“ Sure enough there were 2,000+ refugees, all living 60-100 in school 
class rooms . . . 300-400 will die this week unless we can do something 
quickly.” 


“We were pressed to take two children to our hospital/orphanage. 
Kip examined them and told the parent of one that we would take 
her, and the other parent that the child would die quickly whatever 
we did and we wouldn't take it.” 


“The orphanage is indescribable—an old road-house with 70 or so 
children in various terrible stages, too weak to move ... many 
completely incontinent and keeping up a continuous wailing noise.” 


“The smell is terrible, but the children are visibly improving—most.” 


“The losses make us miserable, but we are always cheered by knowing 
that we have saved at least 60-70 who would have died.” 


THERE MUST BE PEACE 


The Relief Organisations can save thousands of lives. But millions are 
at stake. Oxfam pleads with all people of influence to bring this 
appalling war to an end. 

In the meantime, money is needed so that life-saving work like that 
of Patrick Kemmis can continue on both sides of the fighting lines. 
Please heip. 


OXFAM PAX RELIEF c/o BARCLAYS BANK LTD OXFORD 


Africa, etc. 


Ideal present for Christmas and New Year—CONSCRIPTION: A 
World Survey (compulsory military service and resistance to it) 
Edited by Devi Prasad and Tony Smythe. 

15s paperback: 30s library edition 


Other suggestions for presents: 


HUMAN RIGHTS, A Handbook: 3s STUDENT REVOLTS: 3s 6d 


3 CALEDONIAN ROAD LONDON N1 


LETTERPRESS/LITHO 


01-837 3860 


Goopwin 


Christmas greetings to bP RESS 


Peace News readers 


135 FONTHILL ROAD LONDON N4 


GLAS Slr lleb 


Personal 

DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fetherlite 
14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. Real 
Skins three for 15s 6d, Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS, 152 Fortess Road, NW5. 
Interior, exterior decorating. Percentage of 
profits to Peace News. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dispensing 
general medical practice. Box No 870. 


TRAIN to be an earning writer at home, now. 
Free brochure with pleasure, Screen Associates, 
Suite 500, Chesham House, 150 Regent St, 
London W1. 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc. Sue Pottle, 
NW3 


4C_ Willow Buildings, Willow Road, 4 
SWI 4192. 


Publications 
FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy monthly 2s, 


Freedom weekly 6d. Trial subscription to both 
for two months: 8s post free. 84B Whitechapel 
High Street (Angel Alley) London E1. 


SARVODAYA, monthly magazine of the Bhoodan 
movement in India, may be obtained from 
Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, Lon- 
oe Nl at 13s yearly or 1s 6d (post 3d) each 
issue, 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 7254. 


For sale 


WORLD PEACE DIARY 1969 now available. 6s 
(post 6d)—two pages per week: 
—one 


Cinema 


NEW CINEMA CLUB. season. New 
premieres. New brochure. Membership 25s. 122 
Wardour Street, Wi. 01-734 5888. 


New 


Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647: ‘The Little Vehicle ''— 
poems, mime, music, light shows. Fri, Sat, 
un at 8 pm. Unity Panto (‘‘ Cinderella '’) 
opens Jan 


n 
so 
= 
n 


DIARY 


20 December, Friday 


MANCHESTER. 7.30 pm, Friends Meeting House, 
Mount Street. ‘* Culloden ''—as shown on BBC. 
Youth FoR and SoF Peace Committee, 


22 December, Sunday 
CRAWLEY. 3 pm. AEU Hall, Robinson Road. 


Showing of ‘‘ Far from Vietnam ’’ by Matrix, 
Crawley’s arts work-shop. 


24 December, Tuesday 


LONDON NS. 8 pm. Steenoven Mission House, 


16 Aberdeen Road. Vespers, The Mistletoe 
Ceremony, and Proclamation of Peace— fol- 
lowed by Benediction. All welcome, 


24-25December,Tue-Wed 


MANCHESTER. 6 pm to 6 pm. Manchester 
Cathedral. Fast for peace on the steps of the 
Cathedral—calling for peace throughout the 
year, not just a Christmas truce. And a pledge 
to work for non-violent alternatives to war. 


3 January, Friday 


LONDON. 8 pm to midnight. Camden (St Pan- 
cras) Town Hall. Dance of the Save Blafra 
Committee. Tickets 10s. 


General 


VIGIL in relays opposite the Houses of Parlia- 
ment (til! Parliament rises) to protest against 
the British Government's oe in Nigeria. 
Details/Rota: ring Save Biafra Committee, 272 
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Letters 


lrish Union? 
Being a Nationalist myself, I well 
appreciate the position of those who 
wish the Six Counties of Northern 
Ireland to be part of the Republic. 
Indeed, we in Scotland and Wales 
may be faced some day with the 
same position as_ regards, say, 
Berwick and Monmouthshire. 


That said, however, and adding that 
much of my free time is spent in 
efforts designed to hasten just a little 
the end of London rule in Scotland, 
I am forced to remark that, were I 
a resident of Northern Ireland, I 
would view with great trepidation 
the prospect of union with the 
Twenty Six Counties. 


To an excessive degree, power there 
is exercised not by the Dail (the 
Dublin Parliament) but by the priest- 
hood. Just ask the Irish authors who 
find, in the land of the hated John 
Bull, a more favourable atmosphere 
in which to work. And some of these 
people’s writings cannot be published 
in the Republic because of the 
clerical, but State-authorised, censors! 


The Roman Catholic Church has, in- 
deed, a tremendous amount of power 
in the Republic. And this is the 
Church that has shown its willing- 
ness to co-operate with men like 
Hitler, merely to hold on to some 
power, and which is, at this moment, 
co-operating with hardly less squalid 
dictators in Spain and Portugal. 


I do not write this letter to oppose, 
or support, either of the two Govern- 


Worried About 
Xmas Presents? 


Give A Gift 
Subscription To 


PEACE NEWS 


Siz issues for 5s (airmail $1)—or 
Siz months for 25s (airmail $4) 


SPECIAL OFFER 


5 gift subs for the price of 4 
Please send details and payment 
with your order to 

5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


ments in Ireland, nor to propose any 
solution to the situation there, which 
is yet another relic of English 
colonialism, 

My purpose is simply to point out a 
few facts of which well-meaning 
English “liberals” are not aware— 
or have chosen to ignore. Perhaps 
Peuce News could give a fuller picture 
of the position of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the Republic of Ireland— 
or would it hurt your sales too much? 
Bill McBlane, 

90 Misk Knowes, Stevenston, 
Ayrshire, Scotland. 


Kevin McGrath replies: The exces- 
sive influence of the Catholic Church 
is one of the worst outcomes of Par- 
tition as it has developed. A large and 
vocal Protestant community would 
indeed restore the balance—to the 
benefit of everyone (not least the 
Catholic Church). 


However, as long as most Northern 
Protestants dislike the idea of a 
united Ireland, or a federal or con- 
federal union (which they do)—that’s 
their right. The war in Biafra is only 
the latest example of the disastrous 
results of trying to force union on 
people who don’t want it. 


But the issue of Civil Rights is wider 
than this. Many of those involved in 
the current movement are not 
opposed to Partition—and many are 
Protestants. The fact that the move- 
ment largely transcends the tradi- 
tional religious and political barriers 
in Northern Ireland is what makes it 
so important. 


No Militarism! 

Under the title ‘‘ No Way to Disarm ” 
(December 6) Bob Overy, in his re- 
port of the Meeting “ Unless Peace 
Comes”, reasons that without a 
serious effort to change the whole 
nature of our societies from within, 
initiatives for general disarmament 
are doomed to failure. 


While not disputing the need to make 
some pretty radical changes in our 
institutions, it seems to me that he 
really side-steps two questions to 
which so far no satisfactory answers 
have been given. 


These are how such far reaching 
changes are to be brought about, and 
what the changed society will be like. 


The prime need in the world today is 
surely for people and systems to 
acknowledge the equality of men and 
women everywhere, and that global 
unity is becoming a fact. 


Military requirements dominate our 
economic, industrial, and_ social 
pattern, our research for the future, 
and our whole attitude to our neigh- 
bours. We think in terms of defence. 


We isolate ourselves from our 


fellows. 


Therefore, an effective attack on the 
military basis of our society would 
shake it to the core, and start up 
changes the significance of which it 
is difficult, if not impossible, to 
foresee. 


It would not end conflict of interests, 
nor probably change human nature, 
but it might radically change our 
social institutions and behaviour. 


Theretore, and in the absence of any 
likely alternative, I think that the 
effects of disarmament would be 
radical, and that even the threat of 
a widespread determined public 
thrust for disarmament would pro- 
duce many changes long before 
disarmament became a reality. 


Iam grateful to Bob Overy for taking 
up the argument, and hope that it 
will be pursued—so long as it does 
not direct our energies from action 
to talking about it. 

Kenneth Lee, 

Secretary, Friends Peace 

& International Relations Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, NWI. 


Kim Gordon 


As relatives and friends of the 
missing 11-year-old child, Kim Gor- 
don, who, together with his mother 
and father, Marie and Eric Gordon, 
has been “detained” in Peking for 
13 months, we appeal to all your 
readers to join us in yet another 
attempt to influence the Chinese to 
release them. 


All our efforts to obtain information 
from the Chinese authorities on the 
Gordon family have been in vain. We 
have visited the Chinese legation six 
times, written weekly letters to Chou- 


en-Lai, Marshal Chen-Yi, and Chair- 
man Mao, and have written about 500 
letters to public figures, MPs, various 
organisations, as well as to foreign 
Governments, asking for their assis- 
tance. 

Our latest idea is to get as many 
people as possible to send a Christmas 
card to Kim Gordon, c/o Chou-en-Lai, 
Pekin, People’s Republic of China, in 
the hope that this may focus the 
attention of the Chinese authorities 
on the inhumanity of detaining 
people without allowing them to write 
to their relatives. 


Everyone who reads this letter, please 
send a Christmas card to this boy. 
Perhaps this will not only help him 
and his family, but also Captain 
Peter Milne Willi, who is in a similar 
position. 

Mrs J. Pottle, J. Gordon, 

Miss M. Coman, M. C. Bogard, 

Mrs H. MacDonald, G. Sirockin, 

71 Hertford Road, N2. 


Ball’s Blind Spot 


Everyone has a blind spot, as John 
Ball rightly pointed out (Nov 29). 
I have heard bone-headed local 
counciliors put forward the same idea 
as he did: that bumpy roads would 
deter fast motorists. 


John Bali forgets that such roads are 
a dangerous hazard for cyclists and 
moped riders, and would inevitably 
cause accidents. 

K. I. D. Smith, 

18 Hatthall Lane, 

Kings Langley, Herts. 


John Ball replies: As a sometime 
moped user, I appreciate the point. 
The answer is, of course, to leave a 
age strip at the side of the 
road. 


CONCORD FILMS COUNCIL 
Christmas Greetings 
To All Peace News Readers 


Ten years ago this month, our predecessor, the Nuclear Disarma- 
ment Newsreel Committee, started. First film: ‘“ Rocket Site 


Story—Swaffham ”. 


Now, 10 years later, Concord has become the largest film library 
in Britain dealing with social problems, with over 500 different 


films. 


The latest include “ Not Enough” (aid to poorer countries) —“ A 
Plague on Your Children” (CBW)—‘“ How to form a Pre-School 
Playgroup”, and “‘ Christ and Disorder ” (Christian Churches and 


the world of today). 


NACTON IPSWICH SUFFOLK 


0473-76012 


THE MOBILE VOLUNTARY WORKTEAM 


PROJECTS ‘Roger Moody 


A few weeks ago we received an appeal for more 
long-term volunteers to join the Mobile Voluntary 
Workteam, which was at the time laying out new 
grounds in Mendip Psychiatric Hospital near 
Wells, Somerset. 


The appeal was made by Roy Hamilton-Smith, in 
the absence of Barnaby Martin, pacifist founder of 
the team, who stayed behind in Middlesborough 
to run the adventure playground and neighbour- 
hood house taken over there during the previous 
project last August. 


Now Roy Hamilton-Smith has also left the team 
—just after its eight other members join forces 
with the Sparkbrook Association in their multi- 
racial community work in Birmingham. 


According to most of the team, with whom I spent 
some time last month, Sparkbrook promises to be 
their best project yet. It makes ample use of their 
varied skills, from conjuring up menus with a 


few donated vegetables to collecting pounds in a 
night from local pubs, and making headway with 
difficult children. 


At Wells, as in almost all the projects except 
Middlesborough, they were bound in a single-job 
routine, at one place—and the fact that the hos- 
pital gave them excellent food, good accommoda- 
tion, and free entertainment was not calculated to 
sharpen their pioneering spirits. 

Indeed, some of the members believed the group 
might fold before next year, unless given really 
challenging work. 


However, Roy Hamilton-Smith feels that Spark- 
brook is not what the team was looking for, 
Exactly what it is doing there I hope to find out 
during a visit next week. 


Meanwhile, Barnaby Martin in Middlesborough is 
facing his own problems—mainly the perennial 


one of how to allow children creative oppor- 
tunities on a free-play site when they don’t seem 
to want or recognise them, prefer to burn rather 
than build, and live in one of those down-trodden 
areas with which the CAU (Community Action 
Union: see “ Projects’ for December 6) needs to 
occupy itself. 


The five volunteers with Barnaby at Middles- 
borough have, nonetheless, issued a very stimu- 
lating news-sheet for local people. It offers mutual 
service (mutual because the group relies on the 
neighbourhood to feed and keep it)—including 
children’s dancing in the team’s downstairs room, 
coffee afternoons, decorating for the elderly and 
disabled, advice on rate rebates, and a gift shop 
for clothes and furniture. 


Barnaby’s brief comment on this particular service 
seems to sum up much of what the group stands 
for: “This is a genuine gift shop. Nothing is 
bought or sold. Everything is given.” 

For further information about Mobile Volun 
Workteam, please write to me. The group wil 
Barnaby Martin is at: 391 Newport Road, Middles- 
borough, Tees-Side. 


Your turn wil come, 
Neater CO 
election time. 
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CHRISTMAS CARGO 


90 TONS OF ARMS FOR FEDERAL NIGERIA 
Best Wishes From Her Majesty’s Government 


Mortar bombs and rifles being loaded aboard the Akassa Palm at Number 7 Berth, Tilbury 
Docks, last Thursday, December 12. Bound for Nigeria, this cargo of arms should get there in 
time to kill a few more Biafrans for Christmas. Dockers, when asked by demonstrator: not 
to load the ship, replied: ‘ We’ve had a couple of thin weeks. We can’t afford to stop before 
Christmas.” The Akassa Palm is owned by the Palm Shipping Line of London, 3 Noble Street, 
EC2. One of its spokesmen says: “We cannot refuse to carry a cargo that has been legally 
licensed for export.” Export licences for arms are granted on the advice of the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office. More news on Biafra, page 7. 


